Subject and source
The genus Laggera Sch. Bip. Ex Benth. & Hook, belongs to the family Asteraceae and contains about 20 species widespread in tropical Africa and Asia (Zheng et al., 2003) . Plants of this genus are often used in folk medicine specially for the treatment of jaundice (Mahmoud et al., 1996) . Few studies have been carried out regarding the chemistry of Laggera aurita. The report published by Zutshi et al. (1975) on the composition of the volatile oil from plant samples harvested in India, revealed the presence of an aromatic ether (2,3-dimethoxy-p-cymene). Because the composition of the essential oil from the genus Laggera may vary considerably according to the origin of the plant studied (Sohounhloue et al., 2004; Kuiate et al., 2002; Nebie et al., 2002) , we present in this report the chemical composition of the volatile oil of L. aurita harvested in BurkinaFaso. This work also, emphasises on the chemotaxonomy of species of the genus Laggera based on their essential oil composition shown in literature reports.
Plant material was randomly collected from several specimens in September 2000, near the city of Ouagadougou (Burkina-Faso). A voucher specimen is kept at the herbarium of the University of Provence (MAR-2005-01).
Previous works
Only two phytochemical studies are available for L. aurita. The first study was conducted with specimens from Asia and was a qualitative approach and describes the occurrence of seven constituents in the volatile oil samples (Zutshi et al., 1975) . The second report showed that the volatile oil was highly bactericidal (Geda, 1995) . 
Present study
From dry leaves (200 g), crude essential oil was obtained by hydrodistillation and then analysed by GCeMS (Hewlett-Packard computerized system constituted by a 6890 gas chromatograph coupled to a Hewlett-Packard 5973N quadrupole mass spectrometer) using a HP5MS capillary column (30 m Â 0.25 mm Â 0.25 mm id). The oven temperature was programmed at 50 C (initial temperature maintained 2 min) to reach 160 C at a rate of 
